Val, sal heading to best programs in the state

Lebanon's top academic
students to study
engineering at Ohio State,
journalism at OU.

By Richard Wilson:
Staff Writer

LEBANON — Lebanon High
School’s top two students are head-
ed 10 the best programs in the state
for their chosen fields,

Valedictorian Audrey Parent, the
daughter of James and [rene Par
ent, plans to study mechanical eng-
neering at the Ohio State University,
Salutatorian Brooke Bunce. daughter
of Donn and Theresa Bunce, plans to
study journalism st Ohilo University.

Lebanon's graduation will be at 6
pm. Satunday, May 29, at the Nutter
Center at Wright State University.
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$10,000; Bunce was awarded sever-
al local scholarships totaling about
$6,000 and a renewable scholarship

from OU of $4.000. The classasa
whole was offered $3.2 million, in
scholarships, said Justin Schneider,
Lebanon High School counselor,

In addition to the National Honor
Society, Spanish and other clubs, Par-
ent played soceer for four years and
ran in track and field for three years.
The 18-year-old, who graduates with
n 4.38 grade point average, will be
operating the Whitewater Canyon
ride si Kings Island this summer.

Parent said she became interested
in engineering during a career day
in the seventh grade. An engineer
desctibed helping disabled people
live mare independently, she said,
and “] thought making new prod-
ucts like that would be really fun.”

In her speech at this weekend's
graduation ceremony, Parent said
she wants (o tell her classmates
about the value of hard work,

“It’s not all about making mon-
ey,” she said. “You have to enjoy life.
The key to success s working hard
at evervthing you do.”

Bunce, 18, who was the Nation-
al Honor Society president, was
selected as English Student of the
Yeur at LHS. For the past three
years, Bunce has worked at the Haur
N Now Salon and mentored a young
Lebanon student through the Big
Brothers, Big Sisters program.

Bunce, who graduates with a 4.31
GPA, said being one of the top two
students was “never a goal of mine.”

Bunce said she had her dad as a
teacher in seventh grade. He treat-
ed her like any other student and
would never help with homework,
she said,

*Academics have always been
important to me bécause my par
ents are both teachers,” she said. -
“I've always been in an environment
where school came first.”



